
SCHOOL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
SLA-India Members’ Forum WhatsApp Group

Policy and Guidelines

Policy
1. The ‘SLA-India Members’ Forum’ WhatsApp Group is only one of the formal

online communication and interaction platforms created for the members
of School Library Association (hereafter SLA-India) (Reg. No. 319/2018).

2. All members of SLA-India Members’ Forum WhatsApp Group are bound by
the guidelines and rules laid down by the Governing Body of SLA-India and
Indian Government in Approved Social Media Framework and Guidelines
and IT Act 2000. 

3. The SLA-India WhatsApp Forum bases its activities/ discussions/ 
deliberations on the passion for excellence, trust, understanding, and 
mutual respect.

4. The  ‘SLA-India  Members’  Forum’  WhatsApp  Group  members  are
responsible for the accuracy and reliability of the information they have
shared in the group. If any issue raises by any member in this regard is to
be handled by Individual members themselves. No Group Admin or the
Governing Board of SLAIndia is responsible for any issue in this regard. 

5. SLA-India members are always welcome to share with WhatsApp Forum
any such information/ideas, which will  be useful for the school librarian
profession in any manner. 

6. SLA-India  members  are  personally  responsible  for  the  information  that
they  share  in  the  WhatsApp  forum.  This  applies  even  to  the  contents
forwarded.  The  Admins/Moderators  are  neither  responsible  nor
accountable for the meaning/repercussions/accuracy and consequences of
the information posted by members. 

7. Proposal  for  additions/deletions  in  the  guidelines  are  welcome.  The
Governing Board reserves the right to take final decisions in this regard.

8. The Group members have to follow the rules and policies of the “Indian
Copyright Act and Fair use exceptions for libraries”. 

9. If the content or document is not protected by any copyright law of India
or any other country of the world, only then the members can share it,
else it may fall in the infringement of copyright law. The most important
point to remember that the documents available on the public domain and
are available for free use only. That means one can use/download them at
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free of cost. But circulation and sharing of such information/documents will
be known as Indian Infringement of Copyright Act 1957. 

10. SLA-India Members’ Forum Whatsapp Group is working under guidelines
laid down by the Indian Government from time to time. According to these
guidelines,  any  derogatory,  social,  or  politically  motivated  or  any  such
information/message/document sharing may attract the Indian Cyber Law
and  in  such  case,  the  admin/moderators  of  the  group  will  be  held
responsible for such action. To avoid this situation always follow the rules
and guidelines laid down by admin/moderators and other senior officials of
the group. 

11. In case of any doubt/confusion, please approach to senior officials of the
group and follow the solution/responses shared by them accordingly. 

12. Though this is a democratic group where every member is free to share
their  opinion/views  at  any  given  time.  But  the  decision  of  the
Admins/Moderator/SLA  Governing  Board  will  be  considered  as  a  final
comment in all situation. 

13. If  any member is not satisfied with the rules and policies of the group,
he/she is free to leave the group at any time. 

14. Members  are  advised  to  use  this  group  as  a  knowledge/information
sharing centre only. 

Guidelines
1. No member will share/forward any type of message/information which is

not  related  with  LIS  profession,  especially  School  Librarianship  related.
Repeated  action  of  this  kind  will  attract  the  strict  action  against  such
member,  and  they  may lose  their  membership  from the  forum as  the
consequences of their unprofessional behaviour.

2. No  member  will  share  any  Seasonal  Greetings/Good  Morning/Good
Night/Positive Quotes/Condolence messages (except the official messages
by SLA), etc. 

3. This forum shall not be used for seeking/sharing job opportunities by all
forum members. 

4. No  member  will  be  allowed  to  share  their  personal
advertisements/services in the group. 

5. Unless this is not urgent and most important, the members will not post
the message in the Whatsapp group in between 10 pm to 8 am. 

6. There would be no shared message in between this period and similarly no
member will make the call to any member.
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7. The admin can change settings for this period to block the sharing and
forwarding of messages and calls during the late hours of night.

8. Many activities/events will be organised by the School Library Association
from time to time. The members of SLA-India Members’ Forum are advised
to take initiative in participation and grab the opportunity to the activities
concerned.

9. Don’t meddle with DP (display picture) or name ) title of the group. Only
Admins are authorised to make changes in this regard. 

10.Members  hereby  undertake  not  to  misuse/publicise  the  information
provided by honourable members of this forum. If there is any justifiable
necessity, the permission of the concerned member needs to be obtained
before using/sharing the information.  Group Admins/Moderators  are not
responsible  for  such  information  dissemination/sharing  and  its  after-
effects. 

11.Members who share/post contents which are derogatory, offending notice.
,negative, objectionable, undesirable will be deleted summarily from the
group with or without intimation.

12.Members should not get engaged in political, personal allegations, non-
professional  etiquettes  and  un-ethical  language/tone  while
greeting/communicating with other group members.

13.When a discussion or interaction is happening in the group, Members are
not  supposed  to  post  something  different  and  unrelated  in  between
abruptly.  This breaks the continuity and disturbs. It is desired that the
member waits until the current discussion/interaction is over.

14.Members  are  to  avoid  posting  political,  religious,  ethnic,  castiest  and
gender-based remarks,  and any misleading, and biased information. Non-
LIS / Non-educational forwards are not allowed.

15.If any member opts to leave the group, it is desired that an announcement
be made of the same in advance. If ok, reasons for leaving the group may
be mentioned. 

All members are suggested to enjoy the ‘SLA India Members’ Forum’ WhatsApp
group and do everything to promote the profession in every good and healthy
manner. 

(Approved)

Admins and SLA-India GB 

SLA India Members’ Forum WhatsApp Group

20 July 2020
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